Nanotechnology is a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary science dealing with various aspects of research and technology at nanolevel. Nanoparticles range from 1 to 100 nm, which form building blocks of nanotechnology. Metal nanoparticles such as gold, silver, platinum and copper have gained considerable attention in recent times due to their fundamental and technological interest. These nanoparticles have unique catalytic, electronic and optical properties different from the metallic particles. Usually, the nanoparticles can be synthesized by physical, chemical and biological methods. The physical and chemical methods involve the use of strong chemical reducing agents such as sodium borohydride and weak reducing agents such as sodium citrate, alcohols, use of gamma-and UV rays, etc. Studies have reported that the biological methods depict an inexpensive and eco-friendly method for synthesis of nanoparticles. To date, biosynthesis of nanoparticles has been demonstrated by the use of biological agents such as bacteria, fungi, yeasts actinomycetes and plants.
